











e Quiz: Answers

1. MAIN IDEA
U EA man’s ability to think quickly helps him outwit his enemies and save his land.

2. SEQUENCE

U Elt is don Michael who is hired as an employee by the renegade Charlie Pearson.

3. CAUSE AND EFFECT
U EJudge Klarner was incorrectly arrested for murder.

4. CAUSE AND EFFECT
U Ehe follows don Michael to see if he will lead him to the cattle.

5. CONTEXT CLUES

U Egentleman

6. CONTEXT CLUES
U Ehe wants to take don Michael’s land without paying for it.

7. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
U EHe is locked up and later hanged for the murder of Gus Mueller

8. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
U EHe forgives him for getting him locked up and is happy he saved his land.

9. FACTS AND DETAILS
U Echeckered vest and green hat.

10. FACTS AND DETAILS
U Ea strong, locking box or safe for valuables.

11. FACTS AND DETAILS
U Ebig white stallion.

12. FACTS AND DETAILS
U Epoker.

13. FACTS AND DETAILS
U EMexico.

14. FACTS AND DETAILS
U Eangry

15. FACTS AND DETAILS
U EHe wants it to appear he has been there for some time.
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e Characters: Answers

MicHAEL PaTrRIck OBANON

Michael Patrick Obafion (called don Michael by his friends and employees) was born

and raised in Mexico but is the son of an Irishman, Tim Obafion. Tim Obafion is now dead
and left his son a huge plot of land. Suddenly, the borders of Mexico and the US have
changed and don Michael finds he is now in America. He is warned by Judge Klarner, an
old friend of his father’s, that there will be trouble but it is too late. When some American
renegades come to take his land, he lays down a game of cat and mouse designed

to ultimately to save his land and see that the renegades get justice. He becomes the
“employee” of Charlie Pearson and Julius Lusby and wages his war from the inside. Don
Michael’s politeness and gentlemanly manners confuse the rough outlaws and help him achieve
his goal.

JUDGE KLARNER

Judge Klarner was an old friend of Tim Obafion, don Michael’s father. He promised the
father he would look out for don Michael and so comes personally to warn him that he could
lose his land. Later, don Michael falsely accuses the judge of murder and the judge is jailed.
Unbeknownst to Judge Klarner, this all turns out to be part of the plan to keep the land, and
in the end the judge is released.

CHARLE PeArRSON

Charlie Pearson is a gambling, card-playing outlaw. He and his partner, Julius Lusby, have
filed a claim to Obafion’s land and plan to collect up all the cattle in the meantime and

sell them to pay their men and make some money for themselves. He “hires” don Michcel,
not knowing he is the landowner. Once odd things start fo happen, he suspects his new
“employee” yet cannot actually catch him at anything. When the cavalry arrives, he thinks he
has won but soon finds that don Michael has outwitted him and that he is headed for justice.

Juuus Lusey

Julius Lusby is Charlie Pearson’s partner and is the money handler. He is a frightened,
uncertain little man who believes all don Michael’s tricks because of his fine, gentlemanly
manners. He often calms down his partner and temporarily gets him to trust don Michael.
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e Story-Based Questions:

Answers

SBQ (STORY-BASED QUESTIONS)

Answer the following questions in short sentences.

1

. Who asked Judge Klarner to watch out for don Michael?

Don Michael’s father, Tim Obafion, who is now dead.

. What lie does don Michael tell Charlie Pearson when he is asked where the cattle are?

That at this time of year there is less water and the cattle drift south.

. Why do Charlie Pearson and Julius Lusby want the cattle?

They plan to sell the cattle to pay their men and to make a lot of money for themselves.

. How does don Michael warn his men when he realizes he and the judge are being

followed to their hiding place?

He makes the judge get off his horse and go on foot to tell the men.

. How does Judge Klarner end up in jail2

Don Michael makes it seem as if Judge Klarner is the one who shot one of Pearson’s men,
Gus Mueller.

. What is don Michael waiting for in order to win against the renegades?

He is waiting for a shipment of guns and munitions his men can use to fight.

. How did don Michael arrange for the cavalry to attack the bandits instead of his men?2

He sets it up by telling a captain what time the fight will start and misleads him about
where his men will be.

. How does don Michael escape going to the gallows in the end?

He has obtained documents from the best law firm around showing that he is an
American citizen and the land is his.
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e SBD/Find the Meaning:
Answers

SBD (STORY-BASED DISCUSSION)

While you are reading the book, find the answers to the following questions. You don’t have
to write down the answers.

1. How does don Michael get hired as an employee of the renegades?

He makes them believe he was an employee of the landowner and politely offers to work
for them.

2. What exactly has happened that puts don Michael’s land ownership at risk?

The boundaries of Mexico have now moved south of him. His house now sits within the
territorial boundaries of the United States.

3. What weapon would don Michael’s men have preferred and why?

They would have preferred knives. They were highly skilled knife-throwers but had little to
no experience with guns.

FIND THE MEANING

1. havoc means great destruction

2. patently means obviously

3. blustered means protested or threatened noisily
4. sibilant means hissing

5. hoist means to raise or lift

6. lofty means of imposing height

7. turbulent means disturbed or agitated

8. avarice means greed

9. exemplified means served as an example of

10. zenith means a highest point or state
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e Complete the Sentences:
Answers

COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

1. They were unable to hoist the flag in the rainy weather.

2. The monster in that movie spoke with such frightening, sibilant sounds!

3. The committee nominated him for chairman as they felt he exemplified what they stood for.
4. With the sun at its zenith and no water, he wondered if he could even last until nightfall.
5. The American people were shocked at the avarice of the bankers and Walll Street.

6. The dark skies were so turbulent they knew better than to take the small boat out on
the ocean.

7. Even though the child was pcn‘enf/y angry, the other children continued to tease him.
8. After Hurricane Andrew, the havoc in South Florida was devastating.

9. Shocked almost speechless by the manager's accusation, Mike blustered that he had
never done such a thing.

10. | was enthralled by the lofty ceilings and immense rooms of the old mansion.
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