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1. MAIN IDEA
�U�Ê���Ê�V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�Ã�Ê�“�ˆ�`�}�i�Ì�Ê�`�ˆ�Ã�V�œ�Û�i�À�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�>�Ì�Ê�L�À�>�Û�i�À�Þ�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ì�i�}�À�ˆ�Ì�Þ�Ê�>�À�i�Ê�“�œ�À�i�Ê�ˆ�“�«�œ�À�Ì�>�˜�Ì�Ê�Ì�…�>�˜�Ê�…�ˆ�Ã�Ê�L�œ�`�Þ�°

2. SEQUENCE
�U�Ê�/�œ�“�“�Þ�Ê�­�>�Ã�Ê�…�ˆ�“�Ã�i�•�v�®�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�>�V�V�Õ�Ã�i�`�Ê�œ�v�Ê�L�i�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�œ�˜�i�Ê�Ü�…�œ�Ê�…�>�Ã�Ê�L�i�i�˜�Ê�Ã�Ì�i�>�•�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�“�œ�˜�i�Þ�°

3. CAUSE AND EFFECT
�U�Ê�…�i�Ê�…�>�Ã�Ê�Ì�À�œ�Õ�L�•�i�Ê�Ü�>�•�Ž�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�}�>�Õ�}�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�`�ˆ�Ã�Ì�>�˜�V�i�Ã�Ê�V�œ�À�À�i�V�Ì�•�Þ�°

4. CAUSE AND EFFECT
�U�Ê�Ã�œ�Ê�…�i�Ê�}�œ�i�Ã�Ê�L�>�V�Ž�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ì�œ�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�V�>�}�i�Ê�`�i�Ã�«�ˆ�Ì�i�Ê�…�ˆ�Ã�Ê�v�i�>�À�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�Ã�>�Û�i�Ã�Ê���œ�À�`�œ�˜�½�Ã�Ê�•�ˆ�v�i�°

5. CONTEXT CLUES
�U�Ê�“�ˆ�Ì�Ì�Ê�À�i�>�`�i�À

6. CONTEXT CLUES
�U�Ê�>�•�•�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�“�>�ˆ�˜�Ê�V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�Ã�Ê�>�V�Ì�Ã�Ê�>�À�i�Ê�«�i�À�v�œ�À�“�i�`�°

7. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
�U�Ê���i�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ì�i�˜�`�i�`�Ê�v�œ�À�Ê�…�ˆ�“�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�Õ�Ã�i�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�Ž�˜�œ�Ü�•�i�`�}�i�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�}�i�Ì�Ê�…�ˆ�“�Ã�i�•�v�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ì�œ�Ê�Ì�À�œ�Õ�L�•�i�°

8. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
�U�Ê�/�…�i�Ê�V�À�œ�Ü�`�Ã�Ê�•�œ�Û�i�Ê�…�ˆ�“�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�…�i�Ê�Ž�i�i�«�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�•�œ�L�Ê�v�œ�À�Ê�>�Ê�•�œ�˜�}�Ê�Ì�ˆ�“�i�°

9. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�}�À�>�L�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�“�œ�˜�i�Þ�Ê�…�i�½�Ã�Ê�Ã�Ì�œ�•�i�˜�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�À�Õ�˜�]�Ê�•�i�>�Û�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�/�œ�“�“�Þ�‡�>�Ã�‡�-�V�…�“�ˆ�`�Ì�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�v�>�V�i�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�“�Õ�Ã�ˆ�V�°

10. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�-�V�…�“�ˆ�`�Ì�Ê�…�>�Ã�Ê�˜�œ�Ü�Ê�“�>�`�i�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�Ã�i�i�“�Ê�Ì�…�>�Ì�Ê�/�œ�“�“�Þ�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�œ�˜�i�Ê�Ü�…�œ�Ê�Ã�Ì�œ�•�i�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�“�œ�˜�i�Þ�°

11. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê���À�Ã�°�Ê���œ�…�˜�Ã�œ�˜�°

12. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�>�Ê�Ü�œ�À�Ž�Ê�i�•�i�«�…�>�˜�Ì�°

13. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�Ì�…�À�i�>�Ì�i�˜�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�Ì�…�i�ˆ�À�Ê�•�œ�L�Ã�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�Ã�Ê�ˆ�v�Ê�Ã�…�i�Ê�`�œ�i�Ã�˜�½�Ì�°

14. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�À�i�>�V�…�i�Ã�Ê�v�œ�À�Ê�/�œ�“�“�Þ�Ê�L�Õ�Ì�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�À�œ�Ü�˜�Ê�L�>�V�Ž�Ê�L�Þ�Ê�-�V�…�“�ˆ�`�Ì�°

15. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Êgiving the evidence to Mrs. Johnson.

• Quiz: Answers

�U�Ê���Ê�V�ˆ�À�V�Õ�Ã�Ê�“�ˆ�`�}�i�Ì�Ê�`�ˆ�Ã�V�œ�Û�i�À�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�>�Ì�Ê�L�À�>�Û�i�À�Þ�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ì�i�}�À�ˆ�Ì�Þ�Ê�>�À�i�Ê�“�œ�À�i�Ê�ˆ�“�«�œ�À�Ì�>�˜�Ì�Ê�Ì�…�>�˜�Ê�…�ˆ�Ã�Ê�L�œ�`�Þ�°
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LITTLE TOM LITTLE

Little Tom Little, or Tommy, is a sideshow midget in a circus. He entertains partially by 
mimicking the palm reader who is an evil man. As the palm reader is dying, he leaves all 
his books and papers to Tommy who soon discovers that he can use what he has learned to 
switch bodies with another person. Tommy hates his small size and has always wanted to be 
a ringmaster—a job that would never be given to a midget. Life becomes one adventure after 
another as Tommy switches bodies with the ringmaster, Hermann Schmidt, only to discover 
he is in big trouble from actions done by Schmidt and of which Tommy has no memory. He 
swaps back to his own body, but he’s in even more trouble as himself. When he tries to switch 
with Schmidt once more he accidentally becomes Jerry Gordon, the wild animal trainer! He 
fi nds himself in the cage with all the big cats and a slip-up causes them to turn on him. He 
fi nds that, in the end, it’s not his size that matters after all, but him and his bravery.

HERMANN SCHMIDT

Hermann Schmidt is the ringmaster of the circus. He is a bad-tempered man who turns out 
to be stealing from the circus as well as cheating on his fi ancé, Mrs. Johnson, the boss of the 
show! His is the body that Tommy switches with and Schmidt loses no time in fi guring out how 
he can take the money he’s stolen and get out while leaving Tommy (as Schmidt) to take the 
heat. Tommy eventually manages to get him back into the correct body and exposes his lies 
and thievery to everyone—and gets his job in the bargain.

MRS. JOHNSON

Mrs. Johnson is the boss of the circus show and the fi ancé of Hermann Schmidt. She believes 
Schmidt’s lies that he is putting off their marriage until he can take care of her fi nancially, 
but that the circus is losing money. She also has no idea that he is cheating on her with the 
high-wire walker and wife of the wild animal trainer, Betty. When Tommy exposes the truth, 
she has Schmidt arrested and taken away.

JERRY GORDON

Jerry Gordon is the wild animal trainer who works with 40 big cats, both lions and tigers. He 
is also the husband of the girl Schmidt is cheating with, Betty. When Tommy tries desperately 
to get out of Schmidt’s body and back into his own, it’s Gordon’s that he accidentally ends up 
in. Tommy/Gordon then has to take on the cats while Gordon/Tommy can only watch from 
the side until Tommy manages to get everyone back to the right body. By then, it’s too late and 
the cats will not respond to Gordon. Tommy, as himself, has to overcome his fear of the large 
cats and help to save Gordon.

• Characters: Answers
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SBQ (STORY-BASED QUESTIONS)

Answer the following questions in short sentences.

1. What does the Professor leave Tommy when he dies?
He leaves Tommy his books and papers on the black arts.

2. What does Tommy learn to do from the books?
He fi gures out how to switch bodies with another person.

3. What reason does Hermann Schmidt give to Mrs. Johnson for putting off their wedding?
That the circus isn’t showing a profi t and he won’t marry her until he can show his worth.

4. What does Tommy-as-Schmidt remind Schmidt-as-Tommy of when he fi nds himself looking 
at a very large gun?
He reminds him that if he shoots he will be messing up his own body.

5. Who does Tommy accidentally swap bodies with?
He accidentally swaps with Jerry Gordon when he fi nds it is too dangerous to be Schmidt.

6. Why is Tommy so afraid of the big cats?
He was nearly killed by a lion once.

7. Why do the big cats go through their routine even though Tommy-as-Gordon has 
never worked with them?
They were very well trained by Gordon and Tommy looks and smells like Gordon.

8. What happens to Tommy at the end?
He gets the job that he’s always wanted—ringmaster.

• Story-Based Questions: 
   Answers
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SBD (STORY-BASED DISCUSSION)

While you are reading the book, fi nd the answers to the following questions. You don’t have 
to write down the answers.

1. Why is Little Tom Little so eager to switch bodies with a normal sized person?
He feels that he is a freak and he wants to be ringmaster.

2. Why does Tommy feel disturbed by the reaction of people around him when he fi rst swaps 
bodies with Schmidt?
These same people were friendly toward him as Tommy, but as Schmidt he receives 
scowls and looks of fear.

3. What does Tommy-as-Gordon realize as he is being led to the arena to face the big cats by 
Schmidt?
That Schmidt understood and knew it was Tommy rather than Gordon going into the arena.

FIND THE MEANING

1. savor means enjoy

2. affront means openly offend

3. purveyed means advertised or circulated

4. denizen means inhabitant; resident

5. conspicuous means easily seen

6. egress means a way out; an exit

7. debase means to lower in character

8. constraint means restriction

9. impudently means rudely

10. valiant means brave

• SBD/Find the Meaning:
   Answers
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

1. He found himself in a dark room that seemed to have no egress constraint.

2. She had purveyed so many rumors throughout the offi ce that no one believed 
her anymore.

3. Do not speak to your parents so impudently.

4. Bruce wanted to savor the moment when he got his diploma.

5. The strict rules of the boarding school were such a constraint that he felt suffocated.

6. Rock stars sometimes debase themselves by doing illegal or immoral acts.

7. The man who helped to save that boy was so valiant that he received an award from the 
local police department.

8. The little girl thought she had hidden well but was actually very conspicuous.

9. The neighborhood children do not dare to affront the grouchy man who lives on 
the corner.

10. My grandmother is so happy to fi nally be a denizen of the United States.

• Complete the Sentences:
   Answers
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