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1. MAIN IDEA
�U�Ê���Ê�“�>�˜�Ê�œ�Û�i�À�V�œ�“�i�Ã�Ê�>�`�Û�i�À�Ã�ˆ�Ì�Þ�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�Ã�i�Ì�Ã�Ê�“�>�Ì�Ì�i�À�Ã�Ê�Ã�Ì�À�>�ˆ�}�…�Ì�°

2. SEQUENCE
�U�Ê�/�œ�“�Ê�	�À�ˆ�Ã�Ì�œ�•�Ê�Ž�ˆ�•�•�Ã�Ê�>�˜�œ�Ì�…�i�À�Ê�“�>�˜�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�…�>�À�L�œ�À�Ã�Ê�>�Ê�Ü�œ�“�>�˜�Ê�œ�˜�Ê�L�œ�>�À�`�°

3. CAUSE AND EFFECT
�U�Ê�…�i�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�ˆ�˜�Û�ˆ�Ì�i�`�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�L�i�Ê�˜�>�Û�ˆ�}�>�Ì�œ�À�Ê�v�œ�À�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�«�ˆ�À�>�Ì�i�Ê�Ã�…�ˆ�«�°

4. CAUSE AND EFFECT
�U�Ê�Ã�œ�Ê�Ã�…�i�Ê�}�i�Ì�Ã�Ê�>�Ê�v�Õ�•�•�Ê�«�>�À�`�œ�˜�Ê�v�œ�À�Ê�/�œ�“�Ê�	�À�ˆ�Ã�Ì�œ�•�Ê�v�À�œ�“�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê���ˆ�˜�}�Ê�œ�v�Ê�
�˜�}�•�>�˜�`�°

5. CONTEXT CLUES
�U�Ê�Ã�i�>�Ê�>�À�Ì�ˆ�Ã�Ì

6. CONTEXT CLUES
�U�Ê�…�>�˜�}�i�`

7. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
�U�Ê���i�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�>�}�>�ˆ�˜�Ã�Ì�Ê�Ã�•�>�Û�i�À�Þ�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�v�À�i�i�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê� �Õ�L�ˆ�>�˜�Ã�Ê�Ü�…�œ�“�Ê�…�i�Ê�w�Ê�˜�`�Ã�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�…�œ�•�`�Ê�œ�v�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê���Õ�Ì�V�…�Ê

ship.

8. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
�U�Ê�/�œ�“�Ê�	�À�ˆ�Ã�Ì�œ�•�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê���>�`�Þ�Ê���>�˜�i�Ê�Ã�Õ�V�V�i�Ã�Ã�v�Õ�•�•�Þ�Ê�}�œ�Û�i�À�˜�Ê� �i�Û�ˆ�Ã�°

9. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�*�ˆ�À�>�Ì�i

10. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�Ã�˜�i�>�Ž�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�Õ�«�Ê�>�Ì�Ê�˜�ˆ�}�…�Ì�]�Ê�V�•�ˆ�“�L�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�>�L�œ�>�À�`�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�Ã�Õ�À�«�À�ˆ�Ã�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�V�À�i�Ü�°

11. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�,�ˆ�V�>�À�`�œ

12. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�>�Ê�«�i�À�Ã�œ�˜�Ê�œ�À�Ê�Ã�…�ˆ�«�Ê�i�˜�}�>�}�i�`�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�Ã�•�>�Û�i�Ê�Ì�À�>�`�i�°

13. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�-�•�>�Û�i�Ã�Ê�v�À�i�i�`�Ê�v�À�œ�“�Ê�>�Ê���Õ�Ì�V�…�Ê�Ã�…�ˆ�«�°

14. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�£�È�n�ä

15. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê���ˆ�`�Ã�…�ˆ�«�“�>�˜�Ê���ˆ�“�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�À�i�>�•�•�Þ�Ê���>�`�Þ�Ê���>�˜�i�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�`�ˆ�Ã�}�Õ�ˆ�Ã�i�°

• Quiz: Answers
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CAPTAIN TOM BRISTOL

Tom Bristol’s career as a fi rst mate of the Maryland ship Randolph is cut short when he is 
press-ganged into serving aboard the British HMS Terror. He is sentenced to 100 lashes 
under the cat-o’-nine-tails, a cruel whip, for an incident in which Lord High Governor Stukely 
thought he was being attacked, but this was not the case. The Terror is overtaken by pirates 
and Bristol escapes certain death when he joins up with them and their head, a buccaneer 
named Bryce. However, he is quickly deserted after being found guilty of killing a mutinous 
pirate and unwittingly harboring a woman on board—Midshipman Jim, who turns out to be 
Lady Jane.

JIM

Jim is a midshipman for the buccaneer Bryce and befriends Tom Bristol. Jim attempts to stop 
Ricardo, a mutinous pirate, from killing Bristol. Only when Jim is struck by Ricardo and falls 
unconscious to the fl oor is it discovered that Jim is really a female hiding in a midshipman’s 
uniform.

LADY JANE CAMPBELL

Lady Jane is the lady-in-waiting for the Queen of England. She was disguised as a 
midshipman when she was captured and recruited by the buccaneer Bryce. She frees Bristol 
from his bonds aboard the HMS Terror. Bristol is then marooned on a desert island for 
harboring a woman on board the pirate ship. Lady Jane then rescues Bristol and together 
they set off in escape. Lady Jane is recaptured by the Lord High Governor Stukely, who 
wants to marry her. Finally, after several battles, Bristol is able to rescue Lady Jane and they 
get married.

BRYCE

Bryce is a pirate captain who rescues Tom Bristol from being whipped to death aboard the 
British ship HMS Terror. Bryce wants to build a fl eet and so captures the Terror. He assigns 
Bristol to navigate his new vessel under Ricardo. Bristol kills Ricardo when he attempts to 
mutiny. Bryce is later captured by the British but is freed by Bristol in the fi nal battle of the 
book.

• Characters: Answers
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SBQ (STORY-BASED QUESTIONS)

Answer the following questions in short sentences.

1. How does Tom Bristol become a pirate?

He is rescued from being whipped to death and asked if he wants to join with the pirates.

2. How do we fi nd out that Midshipman Jim is really Lady Jane?

Jim is knocked out by Ricardo while attempting to mutiny and her hat falls off, showing 
long yellow hair.

3. Why is Tom Bristol marooned on a desert island?

Bristol was found guilty of killing a man and of harboring a woman on board the ship, 
both of which are against the pirate code and punishable by marooning.

4. What was Tom Bristol specifi cally trained to do?

He was a sea artist—a navigator.

5. Whom do Bristol and Lady Jane free that then become a crew?

The slaves who are still alive on board a run-aground slaver; they then join him to make 
up a crew for his ship.

6. How does Bristol get his own ship?

Bristol and his crew silently board a Spanish vessel that has come too close to the island 
where Bristol and his crew are located.

7. Why are the buccaneers fi ghting the British?

The buccaneers had helped the British overcome the Spanish fl eet. Once victory was 
achieved and the British no longer needed their help, they turned on the buccaneers, who 
then had to fi ght back.

8. What happens to Tom Bristol at the end?

Lady Jane Campbell arranges a letter from the King of England granting full pardon to 
Bristol and assignment as a commodore in the Royal Navy, making him the new Lord 
High Governor.

• Story-Based Questions: 
   Answers
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SBD (STORY-BASED DISCUSSION)

While you are reading the book, fi nd the answers to the following questions. You don’t have 
to write down the answers.

1. How did the British Navy recruit sailors?

Men were press-ganged and dragged out to the ship, and made to serve on board.

2. What made the cat-o’-nine-tails so deadly as a whip?

The cat-o’-nine-tails was originally a collection of thongs held together in a short handle. 
But the British Navy then added brass wire tipped by pellets of lead wound about the ends 
of the thongs.

3. What is a black ensign?

A pirate’s fl ag; a grinning skull against an ebon fi eld—a white skull and crossbones 
against a black fi eld. Also known as the Jolly Roger.

FIND THE MEANING

1. bark means a sailing ship with three to fi ve masts

2. boucan means smoked beef

3. whelp means a rude youth

4. grape means small cast-iron balls shot from a cannon

5. midshipman means a student naval offi cer

6. painter means a rope for fastening a boat to a ship

7. serpentines means cannons

8. rapier means a small sword

9. sea artist means a ship’s navigator

10. under weigh means in motion

• SBD/Find the Meaning:
   Answers
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

1. They were unable to locate their bark to set sail the following morning.

2. The pirates washed down the boucan with wine.

3. The whelp caused considerable trouble on board.

4. The grape, when fi red, destroyed sailors and sails alike.

5. The captain turned to the midshipman to take over running the ship.

6. The small boat drifted away after the painter was slashed.

7. They fi red the serpentines and the opposing ship sank.

8. The sailor, after losing the fi ght, had to throw down his rapier and surrender.

9. In the fi nal analysis, it was the job of the sea artist to ensure the ship arrived at the 
correct locations.

10. The captain ordered the ship to attack only when it was under weigh.

• Complete the Sentences:
   Answers
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