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1. MAIN IDEA
�U�Ê���Ê�}�œ�œ�`�]�Ê�Ã�Ž�ˆ�•�•�i�`�Ê�“�>�˜�Ê�Ì�À�ˆ�Õ�“�«�…�Ã�Ê�œ�Û�i�À�Ê�i�Û�ˆ�•�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�L�À�ˆ�˜�}�Ã�Ê�•�Õ�Ã�Ì�ˆ�V�i�°

2. SEQUENCE
�U�Ê�
�•�>�À�Ž�Ê�i�Ý�V�…�>�˜�}�i�Ã�Ê�}�Õ�˜�Ã�…�œ�Ì�Ã�Ê�Ü�ˆ�Ì�…�Ê�Ã�œ�“�i�œ�˜�i�Ê�…�i�Ê�V�>�˜�½�Ì�Ê�Ã�i�i�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê���ˆ�À�À�œ�À�Ê���>�â�i�°

3. CAUSE AND EFFECT
�U�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�Ž�ˆ�•�•�i�À�Ê�«�À�œ�L�>�L�•�Þ�Ê�…�>�Ã�Ê�Ü�…�ˆ�Ì�ˆ�Ã�…�Ê�…�>�ˆ�À�°

4. CAUSE AND EFFECT
�U�Ê�…�i�Ê�Ü�>�˜�Ì�Ã�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�Ã�œ�•�Û�i�Ê�Ì�…�i�“�Ê�…�ˆ�“�Ã�i�•�v�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�˜�œ�Ì�Ê�V�>�•�•�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�«�œ�•�ˆ�V�i�°

5. CONTEXT CLUES
�U�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ã�Ê�Õ�˜�Õ�Ã�Õ�>�•�Ê�Ã�…�>�«�i�Ê�“�>�Ž�i�Ã�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�>�Ê�}�œ�œ�`�Ê�V�•�Õ�i�°

6. CONTEXT CLUES
�U�Ê�>�Ê�«�i�À�Ã�œ�˜�Ê�Ü�…�œ�Ê�V�>�•�•�Ã�Ê�œ�Õ�Ì�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�Ì�À�ˆ�i�Ã�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�}�i�Ì�Ê�V�Õ�Ã�Ì�œ�“�i�À�Ã�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ì�œ�Ê�>�Ê�Ã�…�œ�Ü�Ê�>�Ì�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�V�>�À�˜�ˆ�Û�>�•�°

7. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
�U�Ê���i�Ê�i�Ý�«�i�V�Ì�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�Ü�…�ˆ�Ã�Ž�i�Þ�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�V�>�•�“�Ê���>�V�Ž�½�Ã�Ê�˜�i�À�Û�i�Ã�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�“�>�Ž�i�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�i�>�Ã�ˆ�i�À�Ê�v�œ�À�Ê�…�ˆ�“�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�Ì�>�•�Ž�°

8. PREDICTION OR INFERENCE
�U�Ê���i�Ê�}�i�Ì�Ã�Ê�>�Ê�À�i�Ì�À�ˆ�>�•�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�v�œ�Õ�˜�`�Ê�˜�œ�Ì�Ê�}�Õ�ˆ�•�Ì�Þ�Ê�œ�v�Ê�…�ˆ�Ã�Ê�v�>�Ì�…�i�À�½�Ã�Ê�`�i�>�Ì�…�°

9. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�>�Ê�Þ�œ�Õ�˜�}�]�Ê�Ü�…�ˆ�Ì�i�]�Ê�L�•�œ�˜�`�Ê�“�>�˜�°

10. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�Ü�À�>�«�Ã�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�>�Ê�Ì�>�À�«�>�Õ�•�ˆ�˜�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�Ì�>�Ž�i�Ã�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�œ�v�w�Ê�V�i�°

11. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�Ã�>�Ü�Ã�Ê�Ì�…�À�œ�Õ�}�…�Ê�…�ˆ�Ã�Ê�L�ˆ�˜�`�ˆ�˜�}�Ã�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�}�i�Ì�Ã�Ê�>�Ü�>�Þ�°

12. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�Ã�•�ˆ�Û�i�À�Ã�Ê�œ�v�Ê�“�i�Ì�>�•�°

13. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�«�Õ�•�•�Ê�>�Ê�…�>�ˆ�À�Ê�v�À�œ�“�Ê���>�V�Ž�Ê�>�˜�`�Ê�V�œ�“�«�>�À�i�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�Ì�œ�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�…�>�ˆ�À�Ê�v�œ�Õ�˜�`�Ê�ˆ�˜�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�w�Ê�˜�}�i�À�Ã�Ê�œ�v�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�w�Ê�À�Ã�Ì�Ê

dead man.

14. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�ˆ�Ì�Ê�ˆ�Ã�Ê�•�Õ�Ã�Ì�Ê�•�ˆ�Ž�i�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�œ�˜�i�Ê�…�i�Ê�Ã�>�Ü�Ê�œ�˜�Ê�Ì�…�i�Ê�Ã�i�V�œ�˜�`�Ê�…�i�>�`�•�i�Ã�Ã�Ê�L�œ�`�Þ�°

15. FACTS AND DETAILS
�U�Ê�*�i�`�`�•�ˆ�˜�}�Ê�Ã�Õ�«�«�À�i�Ã�Ã�i�`�°

• Quiz: Answers
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BOB CLARK

Bob Clark is acting as the carnival detective, but is actually with the United States Secret 
Service, Narcotics Squad. He was sent to locate a narcotics ring that is operating from within 
the carnival. Only one man is to know who he really is—the owner of the carnival, Henry 
Shreve. When headless bodies start showing up, Clark is sure that they are related to the job 
he is there to do and sets out to solve these murders himself. His fi rst suspect, Jack McDonald, 
evades him for some time. When he does catch him, he learns Jack’s shocking secret and still 
has to fi nd the actual murderer. Through careful detective work, Clark realizes who the killer 
is and catches him just in time.

JACK MCDONALD

Jack McDonald fi rst appears as just a young, blond man who is suspected of being the 
killer. Clark keeps chasing him, but he continues to evade capture. Finally, Jack gives up and 
announces he’s done running and just wants help fi nding his sister. His sister is Madame 
Estrella, the fortune teller of the carnival. It turns out that Jack has escaped from prison—put 
there for a crime he didn’t commit—and is trying to fi nd the real killer. In the midst of the 
recent murders, his sister has gone missing and he is desperate to fi nd her.

FRED MORGAN

Fred Morgan is the assistant to the owner of the carnival, Henry Shreve. When the fi rst 
headless body is found, Morgan displays a great deal of fear. He is worried that the missing 
headhunters are out to get him as he was the one who went to Africa to bring them back 
for the carnival. He seems to be quite innocent, but in the end it is he who not only did the 
killing, but was also running the drug ring. He had a brilliant plan to avoid capture, but the 
even more brilliant detective work of Bob Clark ruins his plan.

• Characters: Answers
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SBQ (STORY-BASED QUESTIONS)

Answer the following questions in short sentences.

1. When the fi rst headless body is found, what else does Bob Clark discover?
That the four African headhunters who had been manacled there are gone.

2. Why is Fred Morgan so afraid after the fi rst body is found?
He feels the headhunters want to kill him because he is the one who brought them 
from Africa.

3. When Bob Clark sits down to have his fortune told, what does Madame Estrella tell him? 
That if he doesn’t stop what he’s doing, he will be killed.

4. What does Clark realize when he comes to with the broken-off hilt of a knife in his hands?
That the hollow space inside the hilt is where the drugs he has been looking for have been 
hidden.

5. What does Clark show the state police when they fi nd him in the offi ce alone?
A small gold disk that identifi es him as Secret Service.

6. When Jack McDonald gives up, what does he ask for help with?
He wants help fi nding his sister.

7. How does Jack say that his sister helped him escape from prison? 
She hid a fi le in a banana and a hacksaw in a loaf of bread.

8. Who does Clark fi nd in the second room of the knife thrower’s tent?
The four headhunters and Jack’s sister.

• Story-Based Questions: 
   Answers
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SBD (STORY-BASED DISCUSSION)

While you are reading the book, fi nd the answers to the following questions. You don’t have 
to write down the answers.

1. What is the signifi cance of the unusual wound Clark notices on the second body?
It turns out that the mark was made by the killer’s ring and Clark realizes this as 
he investigates. This is one of the clues he uses to solve the murders.

2. What reason does Jack McDonald give Bob Clark for having joined the carnival?
He says that he was incorrectly convicted of killing his father, and had seen the carnival 
man who actually did it. His sister helped him break out of jail and they joined the carnival 
because they knew the real killer was there.

3. What was Fred Morgan’s plan to keep from being caught?
By beheading the bodies, he expected the murders to be blamed on the African 
headhunters whom he had helped to escape. He would also make it appear that he was 
dead and then show up later and take over the carnival.

FIND THE MEANING

1. lurid means unattractively bright

2. brink means the very edge of something 

3. stay means to stop or delay something

4. motley means made up of very different people or things

5. ascertain means discover with certainty

6. menace means possible source of danger

7. liable means likely

8. railed means criticized harshly

9. ample means more than enough

10. vigilance means watchfulness

• SBD/Find the Meaning:
   Answers
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCES

1. They don’t invite him because they feel he is liable to get into a fi ght with someone.

2. The boss was in a bad mood that day and railed at every employee.

3. Do you have ample provisions in case of a hurricane?

4. I was unable to ascertain whether or not he was cheating on his tests.

5. Criminals are a menace in any city or community.

6. He tried to stay her fears, but she would not be comforted.

7. She was surprised that such a motley crowd showed up for the auditions.

8. He could tell by her face that she was on the brink of tears.

9. The lurid neon lights split the night sky with their fl ashing messages.

10. Protecting our country requires great vigilance from our leaders and the military.

• Complete the Sentences:
   Answers
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